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GREENWOOD SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 

Grievance 
MS A.R. MITCHELL (Kingsley) [9.26 am]: My grievance is also to the Minister for Education. I raise this 
issue today because it is of great concern to the residents of Greenwood, the staff at Greenwood Senior High 
School and, most importantly, the students who attend or who are contemplating attending the school. I 
acknowledge and thank the minister for her previous visits to Greenwood Senior High School during which she 
has toured the school buildings and seen how well the school has managed to overcome the fairly negative 
environment that the school buildings and internal fittings create. I also know that the minister recognises the 
superb location of the school and its closeness to the local primary school. Greenwood Senior High School was 
built in 1975 and the first students arrived in 1976, although some of the school buildings were still being 
completed in 1976. However, that is 36 years ago now. I must say that it is a credit to the school that it is still 
housed in the original buildings and using the original facilities contained in those buildings.  

Greenwood Senior High School has an excellent intensive English centre and these students are a wonderful 
addition to the school—adding vibrancy to the student population and to the school community. The school is 
doing a remarkable job—a great job—in the quality of the academic programs and the additional programs 
offered in the school. It is working very hard to overcome the negative perception of some of the facilities. I 
point out that the science room desks are the original desks. I am not sure whether members can recall what their 
science desks were like when they were at school, but these are pretty marked and chipped. Members can 
imagine the amount of chewing gum that has probably been left underneath them. In the home economics area, 
the desks and the cupboards are the same as they were when first built. They are a very unusual orange colour. 
Those members who bought Tupperware at that time will know the colour. However, as the minister has seen, 
the desks and cupboards are very chipped and marked and the cupboard doors tend to fall off. Of more concern 
is that they are, basically, quite dirty and no longer meet the standards of health and suitability for students to, I 
would say, learn effectively in that environment. I am raising this matter today—I know the minister has seen 
those facilities—because a report was recently written by an occupational health and safety consultant from the 
Department of Education, who inspected the cupboards and also the science blocks. According to my notes, her 
report states — 

Students use these benches to prepare food for their own consumption, and consumption by staff 
members where students provide catering for morning teas, lunches or events.  

Where laminex is caught or chipped away—food is caught and is difficult to remove and clean. I 
understand that hospitality is a growing area in the school and maintaining high standards of food 
hygiene is essential—to ensure food safety and to teach students about correct food handling standards.  

Standard 3.2.3—Food premise and Equipment (part of the Food Standards Code) outlines that food 
business fixtures, fittings and equipment must be: 

• Easy to clean and, if necessary, sanitise 

• Made of material that does not contaminate food 

• Maintained in a good state of repair and working order having regard to their use 

The standard also states that food handlers should not handle surfaces that are likely to contaminate 
food, should they come into contact with the food.  

I recommend the replacement of the damaged bench tops and the cupboard doors.  

When the school followed this up they were told that there was no additional financial support to do this work. 
They do not want to stop providing these courses for the students. As I said, the demand for these subjects in the 
school is growing. 

The premise of my grievance today is to ask the minister if there is some way that these repairs can be 
undertaken for the 2012 school year. I would like to add that the school is very grateful that it has received some 
maintenance support for a number of areas over the year, including: a new school fence, which will save the 
school and the education department a lot of money by reducing expenditure for repairs; the upgraded 
reticulation for the oval; the power upgrade for information technology, which was necessary so that they could 
use the computer systems effectively; the extraction system for the design and technology area, which was also 
an occupational health and safety requirement; and the school is looking forward to air conditioning being 
installed in the school this financial year.  

I know that the minister is also aware that the school surveys students, parents and the community on an annual 
basis. That survey report has come in again for this year. Unfortunately, the state of the school facilities featured 
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again as one of the most prominent negatives and one that really affects the administration of the school. It can 
be seen as a deterrent for parents who are considering sending their sons and daughters to the school, even 
though what occurs in the school is of a very high standard. It is not something that the school is proud of. Once 
again the school is seeking the minister’s support for these urgent repairs to be made. I thank the minister for 
taking this grievance.  

DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [9.32 am]: I thank the member for Kingsley 
for raising this matter with me and for giving me some notice of it so that I could look into it for her. I have 
visited Greenwood Senior High School twice since I have been minister. It is an excellent school with excellent 
staff. The school is similar to many of our older high schools. This is an issue that I have been applying my mind 
to. Quite a large number of schools were built before 1980. The designs prior to 1980 certainly leave a lot to be 
desired in many ways. We have to look at some way to improve those old schools. It is always of interest to me 
to think about some of the very old schools such as West Leederville Primary School in my electorate, which has 
a building that is over 110 years old that is still standing; it is still very useable. If we look at the designs of 
schools built in the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s and the building materials that were used in many of those 
structures, we can see that we now have to pay the price to see what we can do to improve those schools. 
Greenwood definitely falls into that category, as the member has outlined.  

In the past two to three years we have seen an enormous improvement in our primary schools because of the 
capital works funded through the state budget and also through the Building the Education Revolution program 
that was so well handled by the Department of Education. There is work to be done. Before I address the final 
issue raised by the member, I would like to give some idea of the work that has been done at Greenwood, an 
older high school. More than $1.1 million has been spent maintaining and upgrading the school over the past two 
and a half years. This included work on the perimeter fence, which the member for Kingsley mentioned, at a cost 
of $122 000; and a power upgrade at $104 000, with modern equipment and information and communications 
technology. Many of the older schools have had to have those power upgrades so that students and teachers can 
access modern equipment. Repairs to the swimming pool and the pool fence cost $78 000; $50 000 was spent 
reticulating the school ovals; $529 000 on repairs and minor works; and $45 000 on routine maintenance. A lot 
of money has been spent, as from time to time we need to spend money on schools. An audit of the school roof 
will be undertaken this month. Again, school roofs are major things that we continually have to look at. I 
understand that $170 000 is being spent on removing concrete cancer over the Christmas holidays. This is a very 
good example of the sort of work that needs to be done in an older high school. In addition, the member will be 
pleased to know that the school will be air cooled under the state-funded air-cooling program during the first 
financial year of the project, which is this year. Improvements are happening that I am sure will be welcomed by 
the staff, the parents and citizens association and the students. Other programs have benefited the school as well 
in the past few years but I will not go into those details.  

I am pleased that the member has drawn my attention to and identified the issues in home economics. I 
remember walking through that area with her. I have been made aware of the report of the occupational safety 
and health consultant. I can confirm that I have seen a copy of that report. The fact that damaged benchtops and 
cupboard doors continue to exist is not on. The department has seen that report. I am sure everyone would like to 
see a total upgrade of that area. That is not possible at the moment. I think the member and the school 
community will be very pleased to know that the damaged benchtops and the cupboard doors at Greenwood 
Senior High School have been looked at since that report by the department. The department has authorised 
Building Management and Works to replace the damaged benchtops and the cupboard doors of the home 
economics room. It is anticipated that the work will be completed early in term one next year.  
 


